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ABSTRACT –The Sixth Framework Programme for Research (FP6) by
European Union (EU) in 2002, commenced with the intention of providing
an understanding of environmental change and sustainable development.
Its sub-theme, "Global Change and Ecosystems" (GCE), comprises of
international partners from around the world in some 280 projects. In
2004, the Global Change and Ecosystems priority was extended to support
the Commission's Action Plans regarding Environmental technologies and
Environment and Health with two new funding instruments, the Networks
of Excellence (NoE) and the Integrated Projects (IP), these instruments
encourage collaboration among Europeans researchers from institutes,
companies or universities.  In addition, the mandate extended ongoing
projects to include "Third Country partners". These calls have generated
high interest within the scientific community of the European Union and
also from many Third Countries which were motivated to participate in the
environmental research of the Community. Scientific reports also show
that the African region though the least emitters of gaseous green house
gasses suffer more consequences of climate change and have the least
capability to cope with them. In Nigeria, for instance the phenomenon of
global change is a new issue and according to NAN, forty of the world's
leading climate scientists have signed an open letter, demanding bolder
action against climate change by leaders. There is still more that needs to
be done globally in terms of research to get on top of the situation with
climate change in Nigeria. Among several issues that need to be addressed
to assist developing countries apart from adaptation and funding, is
capacity building. Internationally, the Kyoto protocol and the United
Nations climate change (UNCC) convention have put in place obligations
on the developed Nations as well as the developing owners. However
research reveals that there is definitely handicap in capacity building for
most developing nations with regards to handling global change
phenomena, trend and management. It is on this premise that suggestions
are proffered leaning on previous experience of the critical role of women
in achieving high productivity in any sector of a nation when given the
opportunity. If women can exert more influence over priorities, policies
and programs, get good research mandate in climate issues, then cooping
with the effect of frequent drought and other impacts of climate change
will be a reality in the near future.

Keywords: Kyoto protocol, Climate change, Women, Third countries,
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The Sixth Framework Programme for Research (FP6) by
European Union (EU) in 2002, with the sub-theme, "Global
Change and Ecosystems" (GCE), became enhanced in 2004,
to include support from the Commission's Action Plans
regarding Environmental technologies and Environment
and Health with two new funding instruments, the Networks
of Excellence (NoE) and the Integrated Projects (IP).  In
addition, the mandate extended ongoing projects to include
"Third Country partners". These calls have generated high
interest within the scientific community of the European
Union and also from many Third Countries which were
motivated to participate in the environmental research of
the Community. Scientific reports also show that the African
region though the least emitters of gaseous green house

gasses suffer more consequences of climate change and have
the least capability to cope with them. In Nigeria, for
instance the phenomenon of global change is a new issue
and according to NAN, forty of the world's leading climate
scientists have signed an open letter, demanding bolder
action against climate change by leaders. There is still more
that needs to be done globally in terms of research to get on
top of the situation with climate change in Nigeria. Among
several issues that need to be addressed to assist developing
countries apart from adaptation and funding, is capacity
building.  However research reveals that there is definitely
handicap in capacity building for most developing nations
with regards to handling global change phenomena, trend
and management. It is on this premise that suggestions are
proffered leaning on previous experience of the critical role
of women in achieving high productivity in any sector of a
nation when given the opportunity. If women can exert more
influence over priorities, policies and programs, get good
research mandate in climate issues, then cooping with the
effect of frequent drought and other impacts of climate
change will be a reality in the near future.
The Sixth Framework Programme for Research (FP6) in
2002, with the sub-theme, "Global Change and Ecosystems"
(GCE), was enhanced in 2004, to include "Environment and
Health" with two new funding instruments, the Networks
of Excellence (NoE) and the Integrated Projects (IP).  In
addition, the mandate extended ongoing projects to include
"Third Country partners". These calls have generated high
interest within the scientific community of the European
Union and also from many Third Countries which were
motivated to participate in the environmental research of
the Community. Scientific reports also show that the African
region though the least emitters of gaseous green house
gasses suffer more consequences of climate change and have
the least capability to cope with them. In Nigeria, for
instance the phenomenon of global change is a new issue
and according to NAN, forty of the world's leading climate
scientists have signed an open letter, demanding bolder
action against climate change by leaders. There is still more
that needs to be done globally in terms of research to get on
top of the situation with climate change in Nigeria. Among
several issues that need to be addressed to assist developing
countries apart from adaptation and funding, is capacity
building.  However research reveals that there is definitely
handicap in capacity building for most developing nations
with regards to handling global change phenomena, trend
and management. It is on this premise that suggestions are
proffered leaning on previous experience of the critical role
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of women in achieving high productivity in any sector of a
nation when given the opportunity. If women can exert more
influence over priorities, policies and programs, get good
research mandate in climate issues, then cooping with the
effect of frequent drought and other impacts of climate
change will be a reality in the near future.

INTRODUCTION

The United Nations framework convention on climate
change (UNFCCC) defined climate change as "a change of
climate which is attributed directly or indirectly to human
activity that alters the composition of the global atmosphere
and which is in addition to natural climate variability
observed over comparable time periods". This definition
distinguishes between climate change attributed to human
activity altering the atmospheric composition and climate
change attributed to natural causes. Climate prediction on
the other hand is the result of an attempt to produce a most
likely description of r estimate of the actual evolution of the
climate in the future, for example, at seasonal, inter annual,
or long term time scales (IPCC2001).  Climate change is
impacting on all the regions of the world in several ways,
these change is manifested in form of global warming
particularly changes in precipitation intensity, patterns and
trends, which is more in some areas and less in others,
leading to water stress and droughts, to more flash floods
and landslides, these changes impact on people's livelihoods
and wellbeing (Brigitte L. Kathmandu, 2009). Although the
effects of climate change are being felt by all people-regions,
not everyone is affected equally; people do not have the
same capacity to cope and adapt to the changes.
Vulnerability to climate change depends not only on natural
factors, but also on economic, social, and cultural factors,
which impact on people's status, behavior, relationships,
and power. In the third world, poverty, caste, ethnicity, and
gender are among the factors that may hinder people's
resilience to climate change. This review takes a look at the
various attempts at monitoring and managing climate
change at global national and local level with a view of
pointing out the need for the involvement of women
especially in the third world countries to ensure fruitful
deliberation, formation and implementation of mitigation
measures and addicts against climate change.

CLIMATE CHANGE: A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

As a soil scientist in the third world "Nigeria", I have
followed with kin interest some changes in the environment
especially the seasons of the year hitherto distinguished
clearly as rainy and dry seasons, these seasons were clear
even to the blind man, but alas, the past decades had shown
growing concern in unpredictability of these seasons, the
rainy season are usually associated with intense and long
duration rains (usually about five months) followed by the
"August break" before the final spate of rains in the next few
months before a dry season initiated by "harmatan" (dry-
cool wind ) sets in, dry season continues normally till March
the following year with onset of new rainy season. However
with climate change there was increase in atmospheric
temperature during the dry season, the heat rays from the
sun was so intense that people and animals had "fainting

shocks" in some parts of the country, the explanation was
"depletion of Ozone layer" and there was a general call by
the then Minister for environment to plant trees; to increase
shelter. For the first time it downed on many Nigerians that
the mandate given by God the creator to man in Genesis
chapter 2vs 15 which says "Then The Lord God placed man
in the garden of Eden to cultivate and guard it" is a very
important mandate and should be taken seriously. Thus
environmental hazards associated with climate change had
impact on the overall well being of man.  Climate change
in most regions of the word is manifested in Land
degradation but in Nigeria, it express as water and wind
erosion (especially sheet and gully), flooding, siltation, range
land degradation, deforestation wetland degradation coastal
erosion, declining soil fertility, soil sodicity and salinity
drought and desertification and biodiversity decline (FAO
1991, Vision 2010 ,1997). Halima T. Alao (2008) observed
that drought, especially in the northern part of Nigeria has
further been compounded by the issue of climate change
manifested as down ward movement of the Sahel/Sahara
desert. Climate Change has drastically impacted on every
facet of life in Nigeria as it aggravates, although the impacts
of Climate Change also global, reports have shown that
Nigeria and the continent of Africa are worse hit. This is in
spite of the fact that Africa contributes least to the emissions
responsible for Climate Change.  Generally, climate change
scenarios for Nigeria indicate that the climatic variability is
currently on the increase, droughts, floods and storms are
likely to increase in both frequency and intensity, and
changes in precipitation levels and patterns are also
observed thus having an impact on agriculture and food
production. In coastal areas, sea level rise and rising sea
temperatures threaten coastal areas and fishing activities
in the southern region. The prospective impacts on Nigerian
society and the economy are huge and cross-cutting."

GLOBAL CHANGE IN CLIMATE: WHEN AND HOW?

According to African Technology police studies network
(ATPS 2009), since the ice ages in the 1930's, it has become
clear that prehistoric climates differed markedly from the
present. Reports (CBD 2003, UNFCCC, IPCC 2001,Akamigbo,
2010) show that since the last few decades human induced
carbon dioxide and other green house gases keep the plane
warmer there are indications that concentration of carbon
dioxide CO2 in the atmosphere increased from 285ppm at
the end of he nineteenth century before the industrial
revolution to about 366ppm in1998. (equivalent  to a 28%
increased as a result of anthropogenic emissions of about
405 gigatonnes of carbon C (=+- 60 gigatonnes C) into the
atmosphere (IPCC 2001). These increases were attributed
to fossil fuel combustion and cement production (67% and
land use changes (33%) with marine and terrestrial
ecosystems absorbing 60% of these emissions while the
remaining 40% resulted in increases in atmospheric CO2
concentrations (Akamigbo 2008). Also the
intergovernmental panel on climate change (IPCC 2001)
reported that land use change and soil degradation are
major processes of CO2 releases into the atmosphere. Also
increases in greenhouse gases(GHGS) in the atmosphere
contribute to climate change. The varied and several impact
of climate change on global national and local communities
led to the 1997 international agreement in Kyoto (Kyoto
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Protocol) whereby the countries involved were committed
to reducing the GHG emissions to the atmosphere. The Kyoto
Protocol was enhanced to include new strategies and
policies for implementation of agriculture and forestry
management practices that enhance carbon sequestration
(CS) both in biomass and soils include in Article 3, and 3.4
of the Kyoto Protocol Known as land use change and forestry
(IPCC 2000), however they fall under strong criticism as
indicated by the report from IPS (2008) suggesting that the
Kyoto Protocol totally avoided the material challenge of
stopping activities that lead to higher emissions and the
political challenge of regulating the polluters and making
them pay in accordance with principles adopted at the Rio
Earth Summit, rather it introduced a system of emissions
trading which in effect rewards the polluters by assigning
them rights to degrade the atmosphere and allowing trading
in these rights.  It observed that carbon dioxide emissions
continue to increase, as do profits from polluting industrial
activities, while biofuels which contribute to the very global
warming that they are supposed to reduce are treated as a
clean development mechanism for reducing emissions in
the Kyoto Protocol. Climate change therefore occurs when
a situation in which a change in climate continuous in one
direction at a rapid rate and for an unusually long period of
time (decades). In the present case we are globally,
nationally and locally experiencing a steady change and
general increase in temperature thus the climate change are
believed to be caused by :i) Astronomical causes
ii) Volcanic eruptions and iii) Anthropogenic causes The
astronomical and volcanic eruption factors are natural and
man has no control over them, but efforts can be made to
mitigate the problems created by the third factor which are
due to man's socio-economic activities such as agriculture
deforestation combustion of fossil fuels (petrol, diesel
charcoal) bush burning, and gas flaring.

Summarily; The climate change results in build up of GHGs
such as carbon dioxide (CO2), carbon monoxide (CO),
methane (CH4), sulphur dioxide(SO2), nitrous oxide (N2O)
hydroflorocarbons [HFCs], perfluorocarbons (PFCs) and
sulphur hexafluoride (SF6). These gases lead to a general
increase in temperature/global warming by absorbing the
terrestrial radiations from the earth and re-radiate the heat
back to the earth (Ozor, 2009)

MONITORING AND MANAGEMENT OF CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate change monitoring involve those method of regular
collection of climatic data to establish trends in climate
change. The past few decades have shown growing evidence
of climate change due to man's activities,(IPCC,2001) these
changes particularly global warming has led to
international, regional and national organizations
developing programmes to access and manage the impacts
of climate change (CBD, 2003). This anthropogenic (Human
activities) resulted in increases in GHGs with concentrates
unprecedented for at least the past 20,000 years. Relevant
bodies involved in climate change include: UNFCCC, the
IPCC, the CBD, the UNESCO MAB programme, the Ramsar
convention on wetland, (Ramsar Convention 1971 involving
COP8 and Valencia 2002) (IUCN 1999). The most global of
these groups, the United Nations Climate Change

Conference, Copenhagen 2009, was hosted by the
Government of Denmark, the Conference was an exceptional
event that attracted unprecedented participation and
resulted in attendance of 120 Heads of State and
Government, and numbers of participants including 10,500
delegates, 13,500 observers, coverage by more than 3,000
media representatives all involved in intensive negotiations
characterized by over 1,000 official, informal and group
meetings among Parties. While observers discussed climate
change in more than 400 meetings and media attended over
300 press conferences. A vibrant programme of over 200
side events and over 220 exhibits from Parties, UN, IGOs and
civil society and a total of 23 decisions adopted by the COP
and the CMP, the outcome of that engagement was reflected
in the "Copenhagen Accord".  Summarily, the indicators of
climate change employed in monitoring of predicting global
climate change include: i) Green house gas composition e.g
CO2 ii) Surface temperature ( diurnal, seasonal),iii)
Precipitation (rain, snow, hail), iv) Snow cover, v) Sea and
river ice, vi)Glaciers vii)Sea level and viii) Extreme weather
events. The IPCC assessment report is most authoritative
report on the extent of variation of these indicators
attributable to climate change. The IPCC (2001) indicated
the main expected changes as a result of climate change as
follows: (1) An increase by 1.4 to 1.80C by 2100 in global
mean temperatures. (2) An intensification of the
hydrological cycle with increased intensity of rainfall events,
but at the same time more frequent drought in arid and
semi-arid areas. (3) An increase in global sea level of 0.09
to 0.88m by 2100. (4) An increased frequency of storm
surges locally.

 However, not all suffering from climate change impacts, are
aware of the precise mitigation strategy or have equal
capability to implement the management process. For
example, certain bye-laws or edicts on the preservation of
the environment have never worked in tropical Africa -
Nigeria precisely, the bush burning edict for example could
not be implemented since no one has been prosecuted for
bush burning ( i.e indiscriminate bush burning) (Akamigbo,
2010), similar to this is illigal logging of wood, (associated
with deforestation/depletion of the tropical forest reserves)
and indiscriminate dumping of refuse is still not under full
legislative implementation. Also the KOKO toxic dump in
Nigeria in the 1980, the Iraqi gas poison of 5000 shites
(Anon, 2003), the severe erosion experienced by Lebanon
in the 1930's are but a few examples of non-application of
legislative edicts in mitigating impacts of climate change
(Akamigbo, 2000).

Generally, the focal point of most management strategy for
climate change  through reduction of the emission of GHG's
is to generate alternatives to fossil fuel dependence which
is the initiator of climate change and absorb GHG's emitted,
thus the use of carbon sequestration and afforestation  is of
prime importance.

CARBON SEQUESTRATION, A SCIENTIFIC METHOD OF
MITIGATING THE IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE.

According to IPCC (2000), the biosphere acts as a carbon
sink and absorbs about 2 - 3 gigatories of C per year,
equivalent to about 30% fossil-fuel emissions. Lal, (2004)
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indicated that carbon sequestration implies transferring
atmospheric CO2 into long lived pools, storing it in the soil
so that it is not immediately reemitted. Soil carbon
sequestration means increasing soil organic carbon (SOC)
and soil inorganic carbon (SIC) stocks through judicious
land use and recommended management practices. The rate
of SOC sequestration in agricultural and stored ecosystems
depends on soil texture, profile characteristics and climate
and ranges from 0 - 150 Kg C/ha per year in dry and warm
regions and 100 - 1000 Kg C/ha per year in humid and cool
climates (Lal, 2004). Land management practices that would
encourage SOC sequestration are encouraged and
information on successful application of these practices if
disseminated to the women who contribute over 90% of
agricultural labour force especially in third world will go a
long way in managing the impacts of climate change on the
long run. Other recommended management practices
include: Agroforestry and diverse cropping systems, mulch
farming, conservation tillage, cover crops, integrated
nutrient management (such as use of manure, compost,
biosolids) improved grazing, forest management, water
management/conservative irrigation, integrated watershed
management and restoration of wetlands.       The third world
scientists should be empowered and encouraged to
concentrate on researches on C sequestration to mitigate
climate change impact in the following areas:

(1) Research on uses of agricultural chemicals, to enhance
C inputs in the soil.

(2) Research on different sources of nutrients. E.g. crop
residues, biosolids, compost mixtures using mushrooms,
straw, wood, rice, et ce tera.

(3) Research on management of water and wind erosion
because these reduce SOC, most especially sheet erosion.

 (4) Ensuring an increase in SOC stock through research on
land conservation/restoration method of the soil as a sink
of sequestrated C. The soil sink capacity and permanence
are related to clay content and mineralogy, structural
stability, landscape position, moisture and temperature
regimes and ability to form and retain stable aggregates, this
observation is in line with the UNESCO's programme on Man
and the Biosphere (MAB). The MAB ecosystem based
research focus are on sustainability, minimizing biodiversity
loss and carbon sequestration, and the priority ecosystems
include the humid tropics, coastal zones, dry and arid lands,
mountains and small Islands. Biosphere reserved are
mapped out as a network for testing ways and means of
minimizing biodiversity loss and addressing threats and
opportunities posed by climate change.

STAKE OF WOMEN IN CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate change is a sustainable development challenge, with
broad impacts not only on the environment but also on
economic and social development. Climate change impact
varies among regions, and between different generations,
income groups and occupations as well as between women
and men. Developing countries and people living in poverty
due to their lower adaptive capacities experience the

greatest impacts. Women form a larger part of the poor in
countries all over the world. Women in rural areas in
developing countries are highly dependent on local natural
resources for their livelihood, because of their responsibility
to secure water, food and energy for cooking and heating.
The effects of climate change, including drought, uncertain
rainfall and deforestation, make it harder to secure these
resources. By comparison with men in poor countries,
women face historical disadvantages, such as limited access
to decision-making and economic assets, which compound
the challenges of climate change (Women Watch, 2008).

Innumerable examples abound of women handling the
climate crisis in their own ways. For instance, in India, the
women of Reni village in Chamoli district who took on the
forest mafia through their Chipko movement in the mid-70s,
or the Bhil tribal women of Madhya Pradesh's Sondwa Block,
who are today patrolling their forests to defeat the designs
of those intent on denuding them. More so more women
than ever are left to do low paying agricultural jobs,
including ploughing, yet, they are not given the status and
benefits of farmers. Also, recorded impacts of climate change
indicate that most times more women than men die from
associated disaster that accompany climate change this has
been attributed to gender vulnerability problems such as in
decision making and information dissemination where men
are sole carries or implementers of decision. According to
Ursula Schaefer-Preuss (2008) about 61% deaths by cyclone
Nargis in Myammar were women, 70-80 % deaths by Ocean
Tsunami were women, 91% deaths in the 1991 cyclone in
Bangladesh were women. Statistics show that between 2000
and 2008, the proportion of female professional staff in
Africa's agricultural research and higher education grew
from 18 to only 24 percent, while few agricultural projects
are being designed to address women's specific needs, only
a quarter of its researchers and development experts are
women, and only 14 percent of the management positions
in agricultural research and development are female.
Specifically concerted efforts should be made to redirect the
present trend of "gender blindness" in formulation of
policies and programmes concerning climate change
especially for the third countries for the following reasons:

 1) The mode of climate change impact is diverse and gender
differentiated because of existing gender inequality and
socioeconomic vulnerability of women. Climate change
manifesting in degradation of natural resources (drying up
of rivers/streams, deforestation, desertification etc) greatly
affect women because at the local level it is women who go
to get water, firewood and other local preferences for the
home. More so where reduced productivity arise in
agriculture with its associated food insecurity and hunger,
it is the women that constitute over 70% of farm labour
especially in local level of agriculture, thus there is increased
burden for women with climate change, women now spend
more time in collecting and managing the environmental
resource at the expense of other tasks and even their health,
therefore women have a lot at stake with climate change.

2) Climate change has a direct impact on women's lives. The
Commission on the Status of Women considered climate
change as an emerging issue in its 52nd session in 2008,
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(COSW, 2008) and observed that climate change is not a
gender-neutral phenomenon, stressing that it has a direct
impact on women's lives due to their domestic work and
makes their everyday sustenance even more difficult
especially on women and girls. Furthermore, it called for
governments to: integrate a gender perspective into the
design, implementation, monitoring, evaluation and
reporting of national environmental policies; to strengthen
mechanisms; and to provide adequate resources to ensure
women's full and equal participation in decision-making at
all levels on environmental issues, particularly on strategies
related to the impact of climate change on the lives of
women and girls (COSW, 2008)

 3) Women constitute the majority of the world's poor and
are more dependent for their livelihood on natural
resources that are threatened by climate change, thus
short-term through natural hazards, such as landslides,
floods and hurricanes; and in the long-term, affect
agriculture and food security; biodiversity and ecosystems;
water resources; human health; human settlements and
migration patterns; and energy, transport and industry.
Those charged with the responsibility to secure water, food
and fuel for cooking and heating face the greatest challenges.
Secondly, when coupled with unequal access to resources
and to decision-making processes, limited mobility places
women in rural areas in a position where they are
disproportionately affected by climate change. It is thus
important to identify gender-sensitive strategies to respond
to the environmental and humanitarian crises caused by
climate change (COSW, 2008).

4) Women are also effective actors or agents of change in
relation to both mitigation and adaptation. Women often
have a strong body of knowledge and expertise that can be
used in climate change mitigation, disaster reduction and
adaptation strategies. Also women's responsibilities in
households and communities, as stewards of natural and
household resources, positions them well to contribute to
livelihood strategies adapted to changing environmental
realities (COSW, 2008). 5) Climate change has serious
ramifications in four dimensions of food security: food
availability, food accessibility, food utilization and food
systems stability. Women farmers currently account for
45-80 per cent of all food production in developing countries
depending on the region. About two-thirds of the female
labour force in developing countries, and more than 90
percent in many African countries, are engaged in
agricultural work (FAO FOCUS).

6) With climate change, traditional food sources become
more unpredictable and scarce. Women face loss of income
as well as harvests-often their sole sources of food and
income. Related increases in food prices make food more
inaccessible to poor people, in particular to women and girls
whose health has been found to decline more than male
health in times of food shortages. Furthermore, women are
often excluded from decision-making on access to and the
use of land and resources critical to their livelihoods (FAO
FOCUS). For these reasons, it is important that the rights of

rural women are ensured in regards to food security,
non-discriminatory access to resources, and equitable
participation in decision-making processes.

7)Limited role of women in decision making In international
national and local communities decision on climate change
adaptation and mitigation at all levels, management policy
framework and legislation is dominated by males, of
gnawing note is that even researchers and experts
lawmakers as well as bureaucrats are predominantly males
while a very low 28% of delegation of parties and 12% of
head of delegates were females who attended to the 13th
Annual conference of parties in Bali in 2007 under the
UNFCCC (Ursula Schaefer-Preuss   2008 ),  Ursula Schaefer-
Preuss   (2008)  also reported that in both climate change
and disaster debates women were more often seen as
vulnerable 'Victims' rather than active change agents. This
observation contradicts the natural god given role of women
as care -givers and home managers, more so one of the
associated consequences of climate change is the increase
in the number of female -headed house holds and with the
prevailing trend excluding women in decision making, the
women cannot be active agents to providing basic household
solutions, if not given sufficient income generating
opportunities basic social services and safety nets. If women
are to remain resilient against shocks and dwindling
economy and assets and strengthen the coping strategy,
then there is the need to alter present trend of non provision
of women right in relation to climate change or disaster
risks. Some of these modalities have been initiated though
in few third countries, an example is given below:

CONCLUSION

The threat of climate change is not restricted by borders on
a map; however, actions on management could start a local
regional and aimed at: reduction of gaseous emission,
enhancing carbon sequestration and ensuring legislative
implementation of out-come of various
conventions/conferences on global climate change by all.
These could be achieved by adopting strategies that favour
gender friendly initiative in areas such as: i) Appropriate
and improved education on climate change causes,
consequences and management ii) Rigorous research to
support monitoring and maintenance of the environment
iii) Research work to assist in national regional or global
legislative acts on gaseous emission and control measures
iv)Training on the responses to climate change impacts on
land degradation and V) Planning for emergency options to
climate change impacts.  However for any of the proffered
method and policies to be efficiently applied, financing
mechanisms must be flexible enough to reflect women's
priorities and needs and the active participation of women
in the development of funding criteria and allocation of
resources for climate change initiatives is critical,
particularly at local levels. Gender analysis of all budget lines
and financial instruments for climate change is needed to
ensure gender-sensitive investments in programmes for
adaptation, mitigation, technology transfer and capacity
building. Moreover, technological developments related to
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climate change should take into account women's specific
priorities, needs and roles, and make full use of their
knowledge and expertise, including indigenous knowledge
and traditional practices. Women's involvement in the
development of new technologies can ensure that they are
user-friendly, affordable, effective and sustainable. Gender
inequalities in access to resources, including credit,
extension services, information and technology, must be
taken into account in developing activities designed to curb
climate change.   Women should have equal access to
training, credit and skills-development programmes to
ensure their full participation in climate change initiatives.
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